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For more than 180 years Jamaica, Queens 
has been a major transportation hub for 
the New York region, since the inception of 
the Long Island Rail Road system in 1836. 
Its role as transportation artery might have 
changed over the years, but it is in the 
metropolitan public transportation arena 
where we find its service as relevant today, 
as it was in the late 19th Century. 
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As the largest community in south Queens, Downtown Jamaica and its central location as a transit hub, has remained the key to an emerging development initiative; 
and the current demographics justify the efforts. Weekly ridership of more than 42,000 commuters at the Jamaica subway station, the more than 254,000 weekly 
bus riders, the 11,000 average riders of the Air Train system in conjunction to the more than 98,000 LIRR users provide an average or 434,000 weekly riders 
passing through the hub known as Jamaica Center. By numbers alone this is an impressive statistic.
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Present day Jamaica is pursuing substantial commercial developments that will permanently change its urban fabric. As is the case in many New York City 
neighborhoods where such burgeoning change rapidly impacts urban life and neighborhoods, it is too early to measure its long lasting effects. Due to the nature 
of projects in construction, a safe assumption can be made that these projects respond to the transient nature of Jamaica as a transit hub in the region. And while 
“all the roads lead to Rome,” in this particular scenario, public transportation and its power to connect networks and neighborhoods can also have the undesired 
effect of dissociation. Downtown Jamaica still is more a place for passing through than a destination.
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The Jamaica El-Space Design Initiative 
aims at becoming an agent of change for 
the region. It is a design proposal based 
on the premise that public space is a human 
necessity. It is an extension of our private 
realm, a place of gathering and assembly, 
where public life happens. By reclaiming 
streets, roads and spaces currently used for 
parking and traffic we will return precious 
public areas back to the community. And 
while the merits of an urban beautification 
program might invigorate neighborhoods 
and encourage economic growth, it is 
unsustainable if not accompanied by 
commercial opportunities. Public Space 
and Private Development must inhabit the 
same  space, and the potential synergy 
of this relationship is what creates a living 
city. This is the opportunity explored 
henceforth.
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In its current version, Archer Avenue is 
essentially a vehicular corridor, but the 
public is forced to use its narrow sidewalks 
and sterile facades as a pedestrian 
corridor. Jamaica El-Space is devised as 
a flexible Public Plaza for its community: 
with places to rest and observe urban 
life, spaces for assembly, art installations, 
sustainable landscape, improved lighting 
for its diverse potential programs, MTA 
station improvements and reclaiming 
151st Street as a public thoroughfare. All 
of these elements are interlaced with new 
raised pedestrian crossings to make new 
plaza, 151st Street and King Rufus Park 
a true pedestrian network of public areas 
and fully handicap accessible. This is 
achieved by articulating objects, paving, 
lighting strategy and street furniture, 
fixtures and equipment with recognizable 
designs evocative of the existing railway 
infrastructure and friendly wayfinding 
paths and circulation systems.
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