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United Talmudical Academy
123 Clara Street,
Brooklyn, NY

Type:    K -12th Grade   
    School
Client:   UTA of Boro Park,  
    Inc.
Year:    2017 
Cost:    $27 Million
Project Size:  70,000 S.F.

The United Talmudical Academy is an all 
boys orthodox religious brick clad school 
building located in Borough Park Brooklyn. 
The new building program combines 
elementary school facilities with community 
areas and services that include a 
synagogue, public assembly rooms, student 
gathering places, as well as a formal 
banquet hall.

Partner in charge:  Willy Zambrano

Design Partner:   Daniel Barrenechea
     
Project Manager:  Nancy Guzman 

Designer:     Ebru Zulker
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The building is intended for daily 
operations that will go beyond the 
normal school calendar year, for 
morning and evening activities. The 
design for this 5 story building, located 
on an acute angle site will be the 
largest building in a mostly residential 
neighborhood. Yet, the use of masonry, 
stone in articulated details that relate 
to neighboring structures will make the 
school relate to its context.

It is intended to be read as an assembly 
of related building components. A corner 
tower, clad in gold copper and glass will 
act as both building anchor and hinge, 
allowing a clean corner return. 

Material selections were based on 
context and client’s desire for traditional 
architecture. While the design is 
inspired by traditional Brooklyn 
architectural heritage, it reinterprets it 
in contemporary form and clean lines.
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